Congress in a FLASH

Name:

What is Congress?

The United States Congress is the legislative (lawmaking) branch
of our federal government. Congress meets in Washington, D.C. to
make federal laws—laws that apply to the entire country.
Congress is bicameral, which means it is made up of two
chambers: the Senate and the House of Representatives. Each
chamber includes elected officials from all fifty states. Congress
was created by the Constitution, and that document describes how

this branch of government works.
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Legislate: a verb that means "to make
laws"

Legislator: a person who makes laws

Legislative: an adjective that means
"lawmaking" (the legisiative branch is the
lawmaking branch)

Legislation: a written document that is or
may become a law

Why Cong reSs?

When the Constitution was written, the goal was to create a
government that represented the people. Congress works toward
this goal by creating laws that reflect the needs and wants of United
States citizens. The work Congress does serves the nation as a
whole. Senators help by representing the needs of their entire state,
while members of the House (also called Representatives) work for
the people in a specific section of their state.

How does it work?

o

All of the instructions for Congress can be found in the first section of
the Constitution, Article I. It is the longest section of the Constitution,
and it covers a lot of ground. How old do you have to be to serve in
Congress? How long do you get to serve? How does Congress relate to
the other branches? All of this and more can be found in a close read of
Article I, but this handy chart shows some of the basics!

The House of Representatives

The number of representatives from each state
depends on the population = 435 total

Representatives must be at least 25, a U.S.
citizen for at least seven years, and live in the
state they represent.

... the interests of the citizens who live in their
district (section of a state) for a term of two
years.

All bills that deal with raising money (like taxes)
must start in the House.

Congress can call for the impeachment of the president, pass bills over a presidential veto with 2/3
vote, and create lower federal courts. The president can veto bills from Congress and the Supreme

A bill can start in either chamber. A bill must be approved by BOTH chambers of Congress before it

The Senate
Size Two senators from each state = 100 total
Who qualifies? | Senators must be at least 30, a U.S. citizen for
at least nine years, and live in the state they
represent.
They ... the interests of the citizens across their entire
represent... state for a term of six years.
Special Duties | The Senate approves presidential appointments,
like ambassadors, judges, and cabinet members.
Checks &
Balances
Court can strike down laws as unconstitutional.
Role in
Lawmaking can go to the president to be signed into law.
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